Cavity designs for class II amalgam restorations. A literature review and a suggested system for evaluation.
A classification system for variations in cavity design and finish has been developed for application on models of teeth with class II cavities for amalgam restorations. The system was based on a review of the literature, on principles for clinical studies, and on examination of models of 623 teeth in which routine class II cavity preparations had been made. Preliminary data on the agreement of rating of evaluators indicated that the classification system can be used with good consistency for assessment of variations in cavity preparations. Longitudinal clinical studies on the performance of restorations will be decisive for the validity of the selected criteria and for a relevant differentiation between acceptable and unacceptable preparation features.